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Free microchipping
available to New York
horse owners

Mew York Stale now offers free
micrachips and microchip readers
to members of its Horse Health Assur
ance Program,

Estaldizhed by the New York State
Department of Agriculture and Mar-
kets (NYSDAM) in 2002, the Horge

Health program recog-
Famsm=—) nizes Mew York residents
who |!}]:‘i!-i an exam and
on-site evaluation of
horse-care standards and
farm management (see
“Empire State Certhfies
Well-Kept Farms,"
Rounduwgp, ECLLS 300).
The microchip identifica-
tion program was addad
in May.

“When farms hecome
certified, they can
receive [as many as 40|
microechips,” explaing
Lyvda Denney, DvM, a
MNYSDAM fleld veterinar-
| lan “The microchip will
[ go 1 [the horse owner’s)

veterinarian, who will
inject it." Currently, she
sdys, 24 equine opera-
tions are eligible.

The microchip, which is inaprinted
with a 15-digit identlfication number,
is injected inte the horse's auchal”
ligament, about halfway down the
neck. The chip scanner nol only reads
the: ident fication number but can also
monktor a horsa's [emperature,

As an adided theft deterrent, pro-
gram parficipants are isswed barn
signs stating that animals on the
premises are protecied by electronic
identification.

Owners of public and private
horse operations in New York State
are ellgible for the health assurance
program and microchip program. For
mcre information, call (315) #29-4202
or go fo www.agmkistate.ny.us.
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